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PROCEEDINGS AND PAPERS. 



General Meeting, held in the Society's Apartments, William- 
street, Kilkenny, on Wednesday, September 12th (by adjourn- 
ment from the 5th), 1860. 

The Very Rev. the Dean of Ossouy, President of the Society, 

in the Chair. 

The following New Members were elected : — 

George W. Hatchell, Esq,, M. D., F. R. C S. I., Inspector of 
Lunatic Asylums : proposed by the President. 

John Lee, Esq., LL. D., Hartwell House, Aylesbury, Bucks ; 
and Charles Faulkner, F. S. A., F. G. S., Esq., Deddington, Ox- 
fordshire : proposed by the Very Rev. Dean Bull. 

Miss Arbuthnot, Loughcutra, Gort : proposed by Miss H. C. 
Archer Butler. 

Nicholas Grattan, Esq., M. R. C. S., 24, South Mall, Cork ; 
and Denis Barry O'Flynn, Esq., M. D., M. R. C. S., Carricknavar, 
Cork : proposed by Richard Corbett, Esq., M. D. 

George Gabriel, Esq., Band on : proposed by John Nicholson, 
Esq. 

Thomas Lynch, Esq., 28, Belgrave-road, Rathmines, Dublin : 
proposed by Thomas O'Gorman, Esq. 

■John Browne, Esq., M. D., Dundalk; and Mr. P. Magennis, 
National Schoolmaster, Knockmore, Derrygonnelly : proposed by 
the Rev. G. H. Reade. 

Mr. P. M. Dermot, Deputy Clerk of the Peace, Kilkenny : 
proposed by Mr. Prim. 

The Rev. John Quarry, M. A., the Rectory, Middleton: pro- 
posed by the Rev. Stephen O'Halloran. 

The following presentations were received, and thanks voted to 
the donors : — 
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By the Author: "Stereoscopic Illustrations of Clonmel and 
the surrounding country, including Abbeys, Castles, and Scenery, 
Avith Descriptive Letterpress," by William Despard Hemphill, Esq., 
M. D., F. R. C. S. I. 

By the Glasgow Archaeological Society : their " Ti-ansactions," 
Part I. 

By the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle-upon-Tyne : " Ar- 
chaeologia ^liana," Part 16. 

By the Author : " Guide to Youghal, Ardmore, and the Black- 
water," by the Rev. Samuel Hayman, B. A. 

By the Architectural Societies of the County of York, Diocese 
of Lincoln, Archdeaconry of Northampton, County of Bedford, 
Diocese of Worcester, and County of Leicester : their " Reports 
and Papers," for the year 1859. 

By the Literary and Philosophical Society of Liverpool : their 
" Proceedings," No. 14. 

By the Norfolk and Norwich Archaeological Society : " The 
East Anglian," No. 7. 

By the Leeds Philosophical and Literary Society : their " Re- 
ports," for 1859-60. 

By the Publishers : " The Gentleman's Magazine," for July, 
August, and September, 1860. 

By the Publisher: " The Builder," Nos. 907-918, inclusive. 

By the Publisher : "The Dublin Builder," No. 19. 

By the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries of Copenhagen : 
" Antiquarisk Tidakrift," 1855-57 ; and "The Northmen in Ice- 
land." 

By the Rev. G. L. Shannon, through Mr. J. G. Robertson : a 
parchment document connected with Kilkenny, being the original 
commission of Oyer and Terminer to the Mayor of Kilkenny, to 
Robert Marshall, Esq., Justice of the Court of Common Pleas, and 
Christopher Robinson, Esq., Justice of the Court of Chief Place, to 
hold the Summer Assizes in the city of Kilkenny, in the second year 
of the reign of King George III. 

By the Rev. J. Walker, through Mr. J. G. Robertson : a large 
wooden drinking cup, shaped with a stem and foot like a glass 
tumbler, which had been at least a century in his family, and was 
believed by them to be very ancient. Its material was beech, and 
its capacity about a quart. 

By the Rev. James Mease : an ancient Atlas, title Avanting. 
Mr. Mease accompanied the presentation with the following re- 
marks : — 

" In presenting to your Library an ancient atlas, I shall say a few 
words describing the atlas generally; and the map, in which, as Irish an- 
tiquarians, we are particularly interested. There will be nothing very 
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new in my observations ; but, as they are addressed to a large society, it is 
possible they may come across some persons more ignorant than myself. 

" The atlas is entitled on the back, ' Holy Land;' but, strange to say, 
the map of the Holy Land is the only one which is not to be found in it. 
Were I to adopt the Cockney slang, I should say, * this is very Hirish ;' 
but, unfortunately for the application of this phrase, the book seems to 
have been bound in London. 

" The maps were engraved in the year 1698, at Utrecht. There is one 
map in the commencement containing the entire world, according to 
Ptolemy. There are four of Africa; eleven of Asia; the fourth, thatcon- 
taining the Holy Land, being omitted ; and ten of Europe. 

"The maps seem principally valuable from the names of countries and 
tribes which are given. The positions seem to be very inaccurate. On 
one map only shall I make a few remarks. It is the first Map of Europe 
containing the British Isles. A glance will serve to show how very ab- 
surd the ideas of the ancients were with regard to the shape of the British 
islands. Scotland, for instance, is turned entirely to the East; yet the 
names seem to be given with some accuracy : as, for instance, the Tames, 
Tine, and Deva, or Dee, along the east coast of Great Britain. 

" The outline of Ireland is somewhat more accurate, and it seems possi- 
ble to identify some of the names of places. Beginning with the middle 
of the east coast, we find the river Oboca, not very unlike the name given 
to the valley of the Avonmore, so well known as the Vale of Ovoca. Going 
north, we find the city Eblana, corresponding, as all believe, with Dub- 
lin. Proceeding north, we find the river Bubinda. Now, there can be 
little doubt that this is the Boyne. The mouth of this river appears to 
have been known in ancient times as the Lough Buidhe, or yellow estuary. 
At least, this seems to be the most likely reason for a name still retained 
in that locality. For this I am indebted to a correspondent of Saunders' 
News, Dublin, whose letter is dated 27th of August, 1860. If any ancient 
geographer had heard of the names Boyne and Lough Buidhe, he would, 
in all probability, have made out the name Bubinda from the letters of the 
two. Proceeding northward, we find the Vinderias representing many 
rivers: whether the name was derived from one of them, the Fane (P and 
V being interchangeable) must be left to the judgment of each. We next 
find the Logia, corresponding in position to the Lagan, and not very far from 
it in name, though perhaps here, as in other notices, I am exposing myself 
to the satirical remark of Goldsmith who states, that some people thought 
Noah and Fohi were one and the same, because there were four letters in 
each name, and only two of them different. However, to obviate similar 
criticisms, it may be remarked, that the modern town of Ballyragget, Co. 
Kilkenny, is marked in the map made in the time of Queen Elizabeth (of 
which the copperplate is in the Museum of this Society), by the name 
Belaruget ; and I do not think I have proposed alterations greater than the 
difference in letters between these two names. 

" Proceeding along the north coast of Ireland, we have no repre- 
sentative of the River Bann. Probably the bar at the entrance of that 
river made it difficult of access. We find, however, the Argita, corre- 
sponding with theFoyle; and on the river we find the name Eegia, which 
corresponds, according to Dr. O'Donovan, with a place still called Inche- 
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nach (if my memory does not deceive me), on the River Fin, a few miles 
above LifFord. The estuary of the Foyle is not indicated by any mark. 
The indentation in the coast to the west is clearly Lough Swilly, The 
islands to the north are evidently the Western Islands of Scotland, which 
can easily be seen from the coast of Ireland. The promontory to the west 
of Lough Swilly (or ' lake of shadows,') is called Vennicnium ; and the same 
name is given to the country. Its modern name is Fannat head. The 
name is more properly spelled Fannaught; it applies to the country; and 
in old times this name extended to the south of RathmuUen, which, in old 
deeds of conveyance, is called Upper Fannaught. Opposite RathmuUen is 
the best anchorage in the lough, and was probably used as such by the 
seamen from whom Ptolemy or Strabo derived his information about Ire- 
land. I therefore again venture to suggest that the name in the map is 
only a refined corruption of the Irish name, F and V being interchanged, 
and the " aught" refined into " ich" first, and then to " ic." 

" The rivers between Lough Swilly and the mouth of the Shannon are 
represented by four streams, bearing the names of Ravius, Libnius, Ausoba, 
and Senus. On these I can offer no satisfactory observations. I might 
conjecture that the last name, Senus, is taken from the Shannon itself, by 
dropping the aspirate. The name Shannon is derived from Shaun, old, 
and avon, or aun, river. The place of the Senus does not, however, at all 
correspond with the position of the Shannon, which is represented by a 
stream called the Dur. The Ternus, flowing westward in the map, is the 
only mark of a river between the mouth of the Shannon and the mouth 
of another river, called the Dalrona, which must be either the Lee or the 
Blackwater. The Suir, Nore, and Barrow, are represented one stream, 
called the Birgus, which name, if pronounced gutturally, would seem to 
be derived from the last of these. The last river to the south-east of the 
Oboca is Modemus, of which name I can make nothing. 

" Of the names in the centre of the country, I can make little. Blanie 
might be near Castle Blaney ; but it is to the sonth of the Boyne. Eegia 
means, evidently, a palace, a place of kingly residence. Dunum is to be 
found in England, as well as Ireland, and is evidently the same as Doon." 

By Mr. John Thompson, Kilmanagh : a gun-metal shilling of 
King James II. 

By J. Gr. Robertson, Esq. : two Dublin tokens of the present 
century. 

By Lady Elizabeth and Captain Wemyss, Danesfort : three very 
fine specimens of those ancient fictile vessels usually designated 
" Sepulchral Urns." 

The Rev. James Graves said that, beside the intrinsic value of 
the urns, two of which were of rare and highly ornamented form, 
their discovery was further very interesting as throwing light on the 
etymology of the locality in which they were discovered. Danesfort 
was a modern corruption of the ancient name, Dunfert, which sig- 
nified " the fort of the burying-place." The fort, a conspicuous 
earthen dun, situated in the deer-park, was there still to tell its own 
tale ; but until the discovery of these ancient sepulchral remains, 
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there had been no proof of the connexion of the locality with any- 
ancient place of interment. As regarded the particulars of the dis- 
covery, Mr. Graves gave the following account : — 

" On the east side of the road to Stoneyford, in a field belonging to a 
tenant of Captain Wemys, sand has been wont to be raised for a 
long time past. The sand-pits were formed in a spur running eastward 
from the knoll, which, crowned by the well-defined earthen dun, with 
some planting, and an old summer-house, forms a conspicuous object in 
the deer-park of Danesfort. It is probable that discoveries of sepulchral 
remains had been previously made in the course of excavations for sand ; 
but no evidence exists of any such find until about twelve months before 
that about to be described, when a small cist, formed of four stones, with 
a flag at top and bottom, was met with by a labourer employed in the sand- 
pit. In this cist were some burned bones, and a very fine and elaborately- 
ornamented urn, with a cover having a handle or loop at top for lifting it. 
It was of half-baked clay, but very solid. It had been kept by the finder 
until lately, when the late Colonel Wemys obtained it', along with another 
of more common shape, the particulars of the discovery of which I have not 
been able to learn. In the latter part of the year 1838, Colonel Wemys 
having had occasion to raise sand, excavations were commenced at the 
place already described. In opening the pit, two skeletons were disco- 
vered ; the bones were exceedingly friable, and went to pieces when ex- 
posed to the air; they lay at full length, about three feet under the surface. 
There is no record of any implement or ornament having been found with 
them. Near these skeletons indications of a pit presented themselves in 
the grave), and on a section of this being made, there was found, about 
six feet under the surface, a large stone, measuring 4 feet 7 by 4 feet 4 
inches, of irregularly oval shape, and 1 1 inches thick. On removing this, 
a regularly built cist presented itself: the sides were formed of single 
stones, about 4 feet long; the ends, of one stone each, about 1 foot in 
length; and the cist thus formed was about 1 foot deep. The bottom of 
it was covered with calcined human bones (some of which I saw lying on 
the grass); across this cist at top lay long stones, placed at intervals; and 
in two of these intervals, shaped like pigeon-holes, resting on the side 
stones, were placed two elaborately-ornamented urns. These were again 
carefully covered, every crevice between the stones being completely closed 
with spawls of stone, and over all the large slabs, above described, had 
been placed. All rested on another large flag, 6 feet 9 inches long, by 4 
feet 8 inches across, which, though rough beneath, presented a smooth 
surface for the bottom of the cist. The workmen describe the spawling 
of the cist to have been so carefully done, that a heavy smell arose when 
it was opened. All the stones belong to the calcareous strata of the dis- 
trict. I hope the Society may be able to engrave the urns hereafter for 
the ' Journal.' " 

1 1 saw the cover, along with tht four urns, and the cover, the latter a most rare 
urns, at Danesfort, in the early part of the example of ancient fictile art, were subse- 
year 1859 ; but regret to say thai one of the quently broken or lost. — J. G. 
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The Secretary submitted to the Meeting a magnificent quarto 
volume, which had recently been published by one of the members 
of the Society, W. D. Hemphill, Esq., M. D., of Clonmel. The 
Avork consisted of letterpress descriptive of the scenery, antiquities, 
and more remarkable modem buildings of Clonmel, Cashel, Caher, 
Lismore, and their vicinities, illustrated by an immense number of 
photographic views adapted to the stereoscope. The letterpress 
evinced accurate and extensive research, combined with graphic de- 
scriptive powers. The frontispiece was a large photographic plate 
of the round tower and northern transept of Cashel Cathedral, which, 
for artistic effect and clearness of detail, was far above a first-class 
line engraving, placing, as it did, before the eye, portraits of every 
stone in the structure. The work was a credit to the Dublin 
publishing trade. The letterpress presented great elegance and 
clearness of type, and was ornamented on every page by rubri- 
cated borders of the most tasteful design. The photographic plates, 
executed by Dr. Hemphill himself, preserved accurate portraits of 
all the more important antiquities of the district, many of which 
must, in course of time, pass away from the land, but which cannot 
be lost to posterity whilst Dr. Hemphill's work remains. The let- 
terpress was by Koe, and the binding, a magnificent specimen of 
the art, was by Cavanagh — both of Dublin. The title of the work 
Avas as follows : — " Stereoscopic Illustrations of Clonmel, and the 
surrounding country, including Abbeys, Castles, and Scenery. 
With Descriptive Letterpress. By William Despard Hemphill, 
M. D., Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland." Dub- 
lin : Curry, and Cranfield. London : Bennett. On the whole, the 
result ofDr. Hemphill's labours was not only highly creditable to him- 
self, but reflected honour on the Society, of which he is a Member. 

The Ven. Henry Cotton, D. C. L., Archdeacon of Cashel, sent 
the following notices of Irish typography in the seventeenth century, 
relating to Kilkenny, supplemental to those included in his " Ty- 
pographical Gazetteer." Oxford, 1831. The copies described are 
preserved in the Diocesan Library, Cashel. 

"1. A broadside, headed o. R., with a shield charged with a plain 
cross ; crest, a hand holding a cross, between the letters. ' By the Supream 
Councell of the Confederat Catholicks of Ireland.' It begins — 

" The deep sense which wee have of the sadd condition," &c., &c. 
" Given at Kilkenny Castle, the third day of June, 1648, and in the 
Four and twentieth yeare of the raigne of our Soveraigne Lord Charles, &c. 
" Signed, ' Mountgarrett [and 1.3 others]. God save the King.' 
" Printed at Kilkenny in the yeare of our Lord 1648." 

" 2. The Decleration of Owen O'Neill published in the head of that 
parte of the Ulster Army adhering to him, together with the Right Ho- 
norable the Supreame Councell of the Confederat Catholicks of Ireland; 
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their answer thereunto. Printed and published by order of the said 
Councell, 1 of July, 1648. 

" Kilkenny, 1648." [4to, pp. 16.] 

" A Speech made by the Lord Lieutenant Generall of the Kingdome of 
Ireland, to the Generall Assembly of the Confederate Catholiques at the 
City of Kilkenny, at the conclusion of the Peace. 

" Printed at Coecke, and are to be sold at Eoche's building, without 
South Gate, 1648." [A Broadside]. 

Mr. J. P. Magennis sent an account and drawing of incised pri- 
maeval scorings, found on the sides of a natural cavern, known as 
" The Lettered Cave," on Knockmore Mountain, near the village 
of Derrygonnely in the County of Fermanagh ; some of which resem- 
ble Rhunes, and others seem to be cognate with the incised orna- 
mentation on the stones of the great artificial cave at New Grange, 
County of Meath. Mixed with the ancient scorings were many 
modern markings, the work of visitors to the cavern, so that much 
caution was required to distinguish the genuine ancient scorings. 

The following Paper was then read : — 



THE PLANTATION OF THE BAEONY OF IDEONE, IN THE 
COUNTY OF CAELOW. 

(Continued from pagQ 164.) 

BY .JOHN P. PRENDERGAST, ESQ. 

But to return to the barony of Idrone. — It would be interesting 
to ascertain how the lands were disposed of, under the orders of the 
Government; but this, from the great destruction of the records 
relating to the allotment of the lands under the Cromwellian rule, 
is, perhaps, impossible. 

Enough, however, remains to show in what manner Colonel 
"Walter Bagnal's chief mansion and demesne of Dunleckney was 
dealt with. This came into the possession of John Corbet, a nephew, 
or perhaps nearer relation, of Miles Corbet, Chief Baron, one of the 
Commissioners of Parliament for the affairs of Ireland, who not 
only installed himself in this ancient seat of the Bagnals, but- 
strange, and most unnatural! — brought home Colonel Bagnal's 
orphan daughter, Katharine, to it, as his wife. 

As regards the estate, it is not difficult to understand how John 
Corbet was so fortunate as to obtain so good a settlement as the 



